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Notice 


INDEX 


The Index for Volume XLIII 
is now available. Readers 


wishing to obtain copies are 
invited to send a stamped, 
addressed envelope (3d.) to 
the Editorial Office. 


Board 


"EXTENSION" by A. G. C. 


A handbook for District Officers and 
anyone bitten by the extension bug 
Describes well-praven methocs of re- 
cruiting new members and of starting 
new units. Price 1s. 6d. (postage 3d.) 
fram Area staff or Toc H Publications 


Dept. 15 Trinity Sq., london ЁС 3 


d “Mixture of Меп” : 
This popular illustrated cight-page folding leaflet introducing 
Toc H to new friends has bcen reprinted. Price 2d. each or 


15s. per hundred. From Area staff ог Toc Н Publications 
Department, 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3 


Christian Aid Week 
Are your members involved in 
Christian Aid Week—this year 
May 16-21? To help the 
World Council of Churches in 
its service to the needy and the 
refugees everywhere Christian 
Aid in Britain again aims at 
raising £1 million this year. 
“Sirs, ye are brethren”. 


Make Pen Friends 


Our 6d. Jubilee ballpoint 
pens proved so very 
successful that wo are 
continuing to sell them, but 
with a different inscription: 
“Toc Н Spells Friendship”. 
Same price - 6d, each; 
cheaper by the gross - 48s. 
post free, from Toc H 
Publications Department. 


complete year. 


Ourselves 


The Journal is published monthly eleven times a year. April 
issue is a double number and there is no August number. A 
subscription can begin with any issue and costs only 12s. for a 


N.B.—A price concession to 10s. per dozen, post free is made 
to Branches ordering a minimum of one dozen. 
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COVER PICTURE: CLEAN SWEEP: Some of the fifteen schoolboys 
who spent a weck on the Toc H project at Balsall Heath, Birmingham, 
decorating old people’s homes and generally brightening up the neigh- 


bourhood (see page 96). 


Photograph by courtesy of the Brrininghum Post & Maul 
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INTO Wels POOH 


DURING THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS these pages have several 
times been honoured by contributions from | EDMUND 
BLUNDEN. Greatly therefore do we rejoice that he has now 
Poeti been elected to the Chair of Poetry at 
oetic А ; 
: Oxford—a tribute which many have long 
Justice felt to be overdue. Besides his verse he has 
written a good deal of prose, ranging in subject from cricket 
to trench warfare. His Undertones of War, sull available in 
public libraries, and unsurpassed. is an account of his 
experiences as an infantry officer in the unending carnage 
of the Somme and the Salient. After active service for close 
on three years, during which time he saw most of his friends 
blown to pieces, he was retired, protesting, for six months? 
home service. He was then twenty-one. 


BRANCHES CONCERNED to do something to help old people. 
and who want to dig deeper into opportunities of service 
than just the occasional summer outing or Christmas party, 
could do no better than write to the 
+ National Old People’s Welfare Council at 

for Old 26 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, for а 
copy of its last Annual Report. There. in a nutshell. is a 
summary of causes and effects, with instances of imaginative 
experiment by municipalities, voluntary societies and private 
individuals. There is an impressive list of ways in which 
young folk are making their contribution. and it is good to 
see that the W.A.S.P. scheme in the Wirrall. already well 
known to JOURNAL readers, receives an honourable mention. 
Another invaluable booklet, published by the National Coun- 
cil of Social Service, at the above address, is entitled Aids for 
the Elderly in Home and Garden, price 1s. 6d., by post 


New Ideas 


SS 
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1. 10d. This is a catalogue of ingenious gadgets which can 
either be bought or made by any good handyman. For 
example a safe holder for filling hot water bottles, which is 
easy to make, could save many a scalded hand ; and lots of 
elderly gardeners surely would be delighted to have a swoe. 


‘THE BUILDERS’ SECRETARY gels a lot of encouraging letters 
from all paris of the country, none nicer than this from a 
young lady who wrote recently: “I am a nineteen-year-old 
Family Pupil Nurse in the local hospital. My parents 
Spirit have been in Toc H for thirty years. My 
р grandfather is also a member, ту two 
grandmothers are Builders and my brother, who has just gone 
away, hopes to join a Branch in Stafford. I decided to become 
a Builder as | found my hours of duty made meeting attend- 
ances nigh on impossible." 


OUR APRIL DOUBLE NUMBER will contain the Forty-sixth 
Annual Report which is to be presented to the Central 
Council meeting at Swanwick on April 29—May 1. Branches 
no doubt will seek opportunities to discuss 
this Report with their Councillors, both 

Report before and after the Council. The April 
Journa will also contain a supplement, Springs of Life, а 
survey of achievements during Jubilee Year and an assess- 
ment of their future potential. It is not designed for members 
to read and then lay aside: they should regard it as one 
more means of showing other people what Toc H is all 
about. To avoid too much of a “dollop” all at one time the 
list of Regions, Areas and Branches, which hitherto has also 
appeared in the April JounNar, will be held over until May. 


Annual 


LAST AUTUMN we advertised that W. E. BRUTON of ENFIELD 
was conducting a one-man special effort for the Family Purse 
by selling rose bushes at extremely attractive prices. Such 
was the response from Toc H men and 
Bouquets ; women that sales were treble those of 1964, 
All Round! With orders from as far afield as Jersey and 
Penzance; and recently “Brutus” weighed in with a cheque 
for £22 10s. For the coming season he has even higher hopes, 
about which more will appear later in the year. WEST 
Рімснвеск Branch, which last year revived the Lincolnshire 
Bulb Scheme, is also jubilant. It has just sent in £25 5s. profit 
and hopes likewise to do even better next autumn when the 
Scheme will be better known. And should any members 
wish, this coming bulb season. to be shown over Springfields, 
the spectacular new Demonstration Garden at Spalding, they 
should write to Dick Dobbs, South Fen, West Pinchbeck, 
Spalding. Lincs. 
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D20DDNEGDEDUMNEBNTOURUNNDUURDURESENEEBNRNHDDUIENEBSUGNEDUSSUESERRESEEENEREE 


The Do-Gooder 


DUDLEY HERRING 


"RBEHBRIJEPODENRBNREDUDISEDCOHUODDEORSIARDSRZIOBSEDNESCEBESEREREHAEREREEUENSE 


I AM SURE you do not like this modern hyphenated noun 
апу more than | do. Still less would you like to hear 
yourself so described. The term conjures up a picture of 
a rather self-satisfied, smug and condescending type who 
likes the plaudits of the crowd. the gratitude of those 
having the *good" done to them, and enjoys the sense of 
importance arising from having good causes or unfor- 
tunate individuals partly dependent upon him. 


It is true that many who describe others engaged in 
good works as "do-gooders" do nothing for anybody but 
themselves and are secretly envious. They endeavour to 
quieten their own consciences by denigrating the work 
of those trying to serve their fellows, adding a few cynical 
and pseudo-psychological reasons for “doing good". 


Even so, let all Toc H'ers beware of becoming ''do- 
Bgooders". We have, of course, often been to the fore in 
organising new ventures for helping young and old (even 
middle-aged!) and many projects which do not have any 
formal connection with the Movement have been inspired 
by somebody inside or outside it who had caught the 
Toc H infection. 


But Toc H has always excelled in personal relationships 
and it is that quality which distinguishes it from so many 
other very worthy organisations. There is an increasing 
awareness in a variety of associations, many with no 
professed social obligations. of the need for social service 
of some kind or another and in most areas we find Rotary 
Clubs. Townswomen's Guilds, Churches. Schools, Hospital 
Leagues of Friends. and many other bodies, happily and 
usefully engaged in social service, much of which was 
initiated and organised by Toc H in years gone by. 
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Despite this awakening of the social conscience in many 
quarters there is, of course, still much to be done in the 
social service field which Toc H is peculiarly fitted to do. 
And there are new and adventurous enterprises such as 
the Mobile Action groups, Loch Eil and other like projects, 
and City Centres such as those at Bristol and Croydon, to 
mention only a few. 


All this is excellent and long may it continue to develop 
and flourish. But let us not forget that if Toc H loses its 
peculiar facility for establishing the warm friendly personal 
relationship. not only among its own members but among 
all those it seeks to help, it will no longer be Toc H but 
will become yet another social service organisation. 


Real Friendship 


You will always get helpers to assist you in running 
your Blind Club, but who will visit the blind member who 
is sick and who lives perhaps in a dirty house, and make 
him his friend, even if, to put it mildly, he is not a very 
attractive person? You will always get folk who will visit 
patients in hospital and organise coach trips for the “long 
stay" or geriatric patients, but will they have them to 
their homes regularly and make real friends of them. so 
that they are part of the family and know the kiddies and 
are a friend of the dog? 


You will always get chaps to organise camps and other 
excellent projects for the boys in Borstal Institutions. but 
who will take them into their homes on their release. 
giving them friendship. board and lodging, and do it all 
again after being let down the first time? You will always 
get warm-hearted folk in many organisations wanting to 
help old folk at Christmas by giving them parcels, but 
who will have the lonely ones to their homes over Christ- 
mas to be part of the family? 


It is when the personal relationship is warm and para- 
mount, with the organisational and collective relationship 
receding, that the job ceases to be a job and becomes a 
natural demonstration of friendship. I well remember an 
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old railwayman in a nearby Branch trying to describe one 
of their corporate jobs, which was to look after a small 
settlement of old folk nearby: “Well, yer know, we 
didn’t visit them, they was our friends, if yer see what 1 
mean.” 


We can give of our treasure; that is good, but it can be 
too easy and there is the danger that we do naught else. 
We can give of our skill and enterprise in organising 
projects old and new; that is good too, but it is all too 
easy to forget the people behind the project and get con- 
sumed by the project itself. Some haven’t any treasure and 


not much skill. They give of themselves. Isn’t that the 
best gift of all? 


We shall be remembered for what we are more than 
for what we do. If we are simply ‘‘do-gooders” we shall 
not be remembered much, neither shall we deserve to be. 


Etembeni- Five Years Assured 


KEITH REA 


I wRITE THIS in the knowledge that only £400 needs now 
to be raised to fulfil our Jubilee aim. What a terrific job 
you have all done in little over a year. Also Toc H in 
South Africa has raised sufficient cash to provide a fund 
from which loans can be made to ex-patients so that they 
may purchase tools and seeds to start their own gardens, 
inspired by what they have seen at Botha's Hill. We pray 
that the future will mean good food and an end to 
hospitalisation for them, and that they will show the 
fruits of their work to their friends and families so that 
news of the simple remedy will spread far beyond the 
physical confines of our Settlement. 
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Here are some figures showing this year's budget for 
Etembeni: — 


£ £ 
Wages of Home Visitors хе 456 
Wages of Agricultural Demons- 
trator Я mc a 360 
Board & Accommodation, etc. 170 
— 986 
Travelling Expenses: 
Home Visitors A hs 150 
Agricultural Demonstrator 150 
— 300 
Establishment & Maintenance 
of Vegetable Gardens  ... 240 
£1,526 


Just before Christmas, from his bed, shrugging off his 
illness (associated with the coronary trouble of a year ago) 
Don wrote: “We consider this a terrific effort that you 
have raised four years of your appeal in one, and we are 
most grateful for the work put into the organisation of 
such an appeal, especially in these days of tension and 
misunderstanding of each other's problems. Have you 
thought of the contribution which Toc H has given in 
these times? May God bless every effort, however small, 
to build the bridges over the barriers which divide people." 


Note how clearly Don sees the priorities, despite being 
completely engrossed and exhausted by the great service 
he heads. I’m afraid that the spiritual bonds which we 
casually call fellowship are often forgotten in the welter 
of good works. Thanks, Don, for showing us that God 
stands at the threshold of our next fifty years. 


« Has Etembeni proved a “plan of hope" for Toc Н: if 
so what do we tackle next? 


Derr DzriNITION— Jaw Knap” . . . Talking in someone 
else's sleep. Anonymous from Broadway. 
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A Study of Toc H 


CHRISTINE GOLDING 


WuatT 15 Toc Н? This is the question 1 asked several men 
a few months ago. [ was amazed at the replies—mainly 
because those I questioned did not seem able to give a 
straightforward answer, and nearly all had different ideas 
as to what it meant. 


You may wonder why I asked these questions, a sixteen- 
year-old girl in her last year at school. The reason is 
simple; I and my sisters have been brought up in what 
you might call a Toc H atmosphere, as both my parents 
are members of Toc H—my father being known in Tun- 
bridge Wells District as Ted, the District Secretary. What 
makes him tick, and spend hours writing, reading, and 
bashing a typewriter? There had to be something behind 
it and I had to find out. 


So for a civics exam at school I chose Toc H for my 
subject. Hence my approach to Toc H members with the 
question, “What is Toc H?". Of course in my studies I 
read many books and pamphlets on Toc H and its activi- 
ties both local and world-wide. 1t certainly opened my eyes 
to realise what was behind it all. Men, and women too 
for that matter, working for God's Kingdom in the wills 
of men. I thought of the beautiful coach that Tunbridge 
Wells has for taking out handicapped people: the camp 
they run for boys who would not get a break or holiday 
away from home; the wonderful work at Etembeni f 
read about, and many other jobs Toc H has undertaken. 


I would like to thank those members who have been 
kind enough to spare the time to answer my questions. 
Here are some of the replies: — 


“It’s a family of men of all classes working for God's 
Kingdom in the wills of men, and doing it fearlessly, never 
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thinking of themselves, each опе, with his own point of 
view and his own special contribution to his fellow men 
(not financial); a way of spreading the Gospel without 
preaching it; a way of expressing Christianity in the way 
members live and act towards others." 

* * ж 


“Тос H—a mixing of men of different classes express- 
ing Christianity.” 
* * * 
“A way of meeting men of all types with one thing in 
common, to serve God in the wills of men." 
* * ж 


Having received these replies and then reading the 
Main Resolution and Four Points of the Compass I re- 
alised that what | thought was an easy question, to 
a good many was most difficult. Only one member really 
gave me anything like an answer that | could work on. 


One thing Е have learned is that Toc H is not just a 
meeting once a week, but is all day and every day and 
everywhere. I think I now know what makes my Dad 
tick. and 1 hope that when I have settled into my new 
job. and that my Guiding permits, 1 may join Toc H. 


Mark Well' 


At the end of this month R. E. Peters will give up the 
post of Marks Pilot at Headquarters which he has held 
for the past five years since his retirement from Burmah 
Shell in Bombay. He has served with great distinction in 
the everlasting battle against rising costs and in the 
constant search for housekeepers and cooks. The pre- 
vailing good spirit in the Marks all over the country owes 
much to Reg Peters and we are all glad to know that 
after a brief respite he will be back on the scene to serve 
Toc H in some fresh capacity. 


| 


| BBC. APPEAL. The figure 
given for publication in the 
RADIO TIMES is the splendid 
total of £5,015. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT will 
be published with the next 
ISsue. Branches wiil be well 
advised to book at least two 
evenings for its study. 


BRANCHES should invite 
their Central Councillors now 
to meet them soon after the 
Annual Meeting which takes 
place on April 30 and May 1. 


Dor Knap. А few places 
are stil available for the 
weekend “The Life and Work 
of a Branch". 18—20 March. 
Apply Cyril Cattell at Head- 
quarters. 


FRIENDS OF Dor Knap. 
Frank Kirk of 153 Welbeck 
Road, Long Eaton. Notting: 


l hose who 
details tO all t ) 
would like to become ngu 
bers of the «Friends of 


ы 
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mu lt um in parvo 


Rec Е. PETERS, M 

i а ; arks 
Pilot at Headquarters since 
1961, will be resigning from 
the staff at the end of March. 


CouiN Parr, a Community € 
Service Volunteer, has joined 
the staff on a temporary 
appointment and is at present 
working on youth projects in 
South Wales and Mon. Area. 


Harry Buckie, at one® 
time a member of the Toc H ` 
Services Clubs Staff in Ger- 
many. has been appointed 
Assistant Warden at Talbot 
House Seafaring Boys’ Club, 
Southampton. 


THe Mark WARDENS 
CONFERENCE this year will be 
held in London on May 15. 


Tona WEEK, 3-10 SEPTEM- 
зек 1966. Any who are 


interested In joining this party 
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“So Wonderfully Made" 


LEONARD RIVETT 


When some members wonder at times about the 
opening line of the Toc H prayer, these reflections 
by the former Yorkshire Area Padre may come as 
something of a tonic. 


A FEW YEARS AGO I moved out of a sphere of intense 
Toc Н activity and became an ordinary member— not, 1 
am ashamed to say, a very good one. Since then I am sur- 
prised at the number of times I have heard myself saying. 
“We used to do this in Toc H" or, “In Toc H we did it 
this way." In fact one day I realised how fed up with it 
some people must be getting, rather like, “This isn't how 
Mother used to do it” ог, “In my last parish. . . .” 


The plain fact is that in my new sphere I have begun 
to realise and value much more certain insights which we 
have in Toc H and which we have been using for years. 
Only now are others beginning to catch up with us. This 
is not to give ourselves a pat on the back—rather the 
opposite. Others have been so slow to catch on to some 
of our methods and insights simply because we have not 
seen that we should have been sharing them, passing them 
on. The very purpose of Toc H is that we should pass on 
to others the insights that God has given us. “To preserve 
amongst men and to transmit to future generations the 
traditions of fellowship and service. . . .” 


Just as, in "to witness humbly”, for many years the 
adverb was stressed so much as almost to neutralise the 
verb (ie. we were so concerned to be humble that we 
began to forget that the operative verb was “to witness"), 
so we have tended to hide our light under a meal-tub. 
This is not to deny, of course, the great and wonderful 
things that God has done inrough Toc Н, but simply to 
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question whether we have imparted our insights to others 
as much as we should have done, as well as putting them 
Into practice ourselves. 


Let me mention briefly four fields, where we in Toc H 
have a wealth of experience, which within the last few 
years are only just becoming common stock in the life 
of the Church:— 


| |. Christian Stewardship. Our self-assessment system is 

simply stewardship. We are asked to look at what God 
has given us through Toc H and then make a fair return 
for it. We acknowledge our complete dependence on God 
and the fact that we are only stewards of what we 
‘possess’. We therefore give back to God a kind of ‘first- 
fruits’ of our income, but it doesn’t stop there. Steward- 
ship is of time and talents as well as money, and no mem- 
ber of Toc H is likely to think it stops at putting his hand 
into his pocket! 


2. Service. In Toc H we have, perhaps, stressed loving 
God with all our strength rather than the other three ways 
(heart, soul and mind) but this may have been because in 
the past the Churches have not been much concerned with 
personal service. But now the Church organises Street 
Warden schemes, visiting, car-pools, care of delinquents, 
voluntary help in hospitals, work for the blind and for 
the handicapped; and in the No Small Change Lent Course 
held in the Church of England this year the list of items 
in ^What should the Church be doing in this parish?” and 
the suggestions in the Study Guide read like the Job- 
master's report of a real live Toc H unit. 


3. Church Unity. It has been said so often that in Toc H 
we have had Christians of many different denominations 
thinking, talking and working together, and that this is 
what is urgently needed within the Ecumenical Movement. 
We have a fund of valuable experience which Councils of 
Churches and other ecumenical groups long to share and. 
if only they knew it, what they are now groping for has 
been practised in Toc H since the beginning. 


gq 
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4. Group Dynamics. Don't be put off by the title! In 
Toc H we have worked in small groups for many years. We 
have learned that each has his or her own special contri- 
bution to make, but that it is only drawn out within a 
group fellowship. We haven't systematised the technique 
as in Group Dynamics, but have found the same insights 
intuitively. These techniques have been used in business 
and industry but are only now beginning to be used 
within the Church. certainly within the Church of Eng- 
land. They reached many parishes for the first time in the 
Lent Course, 1965. 


Perhaps with these and other insights Toc H has been 
rather like the man who found a treasure in a field, or the 
man who bought a pearl of great price and kept it to him- 
self. These are not, of course, ‘our’ treasures, ‘our’ pearls 
or ‘our’ insights. They have been given us, and so won- 
derfully. by God, and belong to the whole Church. 1 
believe that many Churches are now crying out to share 
them. 


Ernie says: 


Excuse our laughing, Mr. Speaker. 


It's always happening. Who's got 


a bob for the meter? 
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FROM ALL 


AREA NEWS 


EASTERN LONDON 


Carols broadcast by Toc H from Southend heard in Nigeria, 
Jamaica, Trinidad and other distant parts of the world! How? 
Because nurses from overseas in local hospilals wished the 
carols could be heard in their homelands, so Toc H made tape 
recordings—all part of the varied service rendered by the SoumH 
East Essex District. Also greatly appreciated by their usual 
circuit of hospitals, old folks’ homes, etec., was the broadcast of 
the Thanksgiving Service from St. Margaret’s (Vicar, Canon 
Stanley; Preacher, the Rev. Colin Cuttell). 


This Toc H broadcasting has expanded tremendousty since the 
still popular footbal! commentaries began. At Southend United's 
ground personal messages are broadcast to patients during half- 
time with the help of the local Mobile Action unit which now 
has representation on the District Team. Having done much good 
work in Southend they are also represented. through Toc H, on 
Friendship Incorporated, which organises the visiting of old 
people. putting them in touch with the official societies which 
can help their financial and other needs, The film unit too has 

een kept busy, averaging sixteen shows a fortnight from Southend 
to Basildon. 

The South East Essex District coach, from its first trip in 
December 1958, made 699 trips, carrying 4,110 wheelchair and 
4.717 other passengers before being handed over to a club for 
the Physically Handicapped, thus casing the District's financial 
commitments. 

The men's and women's Branches and the one Joint unit meet 
together once every month for a Guest-night, and women co-opted 
to the men's District Team join in corporate jobs. Joint mceting 
and action are proving so successful that the possibility oí 
merging men's and women's Districts is being explored. 

ERNIE Моор 


__ ee 
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Huddersfield Exanuner. 


Happy delivery! The former Lamp of Halifax Branch, first lit at the Guildhall 
in 1922, is handed to the new Branch at Kirkheaton, near Huddersfield. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


lt was the younger members who prompted West PINCHDECK 
Branch to plan its first сусг twenty-four-hour Vigil and it was 
appropriate therefore that the Vigil should begin with the initia- 
tion of a sixteen-year-old, another recruit from the village Youth 
Club. During the night watches six of the younger members 
maintained the Vigil. helped by a sixteen-year-old lad who had 
heard of it and asked if he might take part. Since then he has 
attended the Branch meetings regularly. At three p.m. on the 
Sunday twenty-six members and friends, including eight from 
the new group at Boston nearby, were present. The Vigil closed 
with a Service of Thanksgiving led by the Branch’s recently 
acquired Padre, the Rev. Bernard Parsons, in which the tape 
recordings {rom overseas played a prominent part. Everyone 
abserved how quickly the time had passed and the fact that. 
despite the concern felt by many that acres of sugar beet were 
still in the ground, no-one talked "shop" at any time, In all 
some foriy-one members and friends took part—a wonderful, 
inspiring and stimulating effort for young and old, members 
and friends, and a real corporate effort. 

MauniCE CHAPPELI. 


pm 
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WEST MIDLANDS 


The May 1965 JounNAL carried a full account of the work of 
the Bridgehead Association in Birmingham. With the death last 
year of its Chairman. Councillor George Barradell, a Тос Н 
General Member. it seemed that an era of development had 
coni2 to an end. For some time the Committee had been aware 
of the deterioration of the district in which the house is situated 
and as far back as 1962 an Appeal was launched with a view to 
establishing Bridgchead House elsewhere. The original appeal 
brought in £3,000 and that sum has now been raised to over 
£5,000 mainly through a radio Appeal on BBC Midland Home 
Service. Future developments are rather in the melting pot but 
one of the happiest developments has been the great part the 
boys themselves have played. under Eric Hallam, their Warden, 
in stalling a boys’ club. assisting at adventure weekends and 
camps, and last year they took over, staffed and ran a camp Гог 
Birmingham boys sponsored by the W.V.S. 


Rather in contrast was the activity of certain hooligans who set 
fire to the newly-completed headquarters of the PaLMERS Cross 
Branch, destroying in a matter of minutes the efforts of the 
Branch over the past year. 


In line with Bridgehead activities however was that of the 
seventeen lads from affiliated schools as far afield as Sutton 
Valence in Kent and Carlisle who met in the first week in 
January for a work project assisting the Balsall Heath Associa- 
tion, Charity Transport and the Birmingham Friendship Housing 
Ггиѕ in what is probably the worst area remaining in Birming- 
ham. At а time when il seems that greater prominence is given 
to the activities of the "destroyers" rather than the "builders" 
it was encouraging to receive a visit from the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress in recognition of the service the lads were 
rendering to the community. 


A Toc H Lunch Club now meets at the Arden Hotel, New 
Street. Birmingham at | p.m. on the fourth Monday in every 
month, Visiting members are warmly invited. GEORGE LEE 


DOR KNAP 


In Toc H Jubilee Year the season at Dor Knap was extended 
to run from early February until the middle of December, though 
unfortunately duc to unforeseen circumstances (to use a well-worn 
phrase) including Jubilee Year preoccupations. there were seven 
cancellations. 


. Over seven hundred stayed at Dor Knap during the year, 
including nineteen Area parties, two Mobile Action, two central 
parties, Scouts, Clayton Volunteers. the D. E. Team, the Central 
Executive. Padres, Stall, and a party of Americans. Parties from 
South Wales and Monmouthshire stayed for a full week. so did 
the "Seniors". 


ыша. à A 
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The Centre was used for educational purposes by various 
schools, tncluding parties from Portsmouth and North Walsham. 
Іп 1966 two other Schools will be at Dor Knap, and other courses 
involving youngsters include “Northern Special", a Poperinge 
party. the Bristol University circle, Toc H Volunteers. and the 
Pioneers. 

George Atkinson's Welsh party and the Seniors’ party led by 
John Callf continue to flourish. The Seniors work wonders: never 
have men laboured as the old ‘uns do, with their usual contami- 
nation by a Scottish element; without doubt we shall hear more 
about their well, not in use as yet, but useful at all events for 
derelict members! 

The best week of the year 15, of course. the Warden's week! 
Nol, as you might think, reserved for Wardens, bul for all men 
of all ages, to ensure a really good mixture. 1965 proved once 
again that all ages can work and play together. and proudly 
upon a Branch mantelpiece somewhere between Cheadle Hulme 
and Stockport sits a silver cup. together with the "Ashes", the 
annual prize won by the over-thirues in a cricket match against 
the under-thirties, who in 1966 may take their revenge. 


finally—Open Day. Last ycars was most enjoyable and we 
hope that Open Day in 1966. Monday May 30. will once again 
provide pleasant entertainment for all: so do make a date with 
Dor Knap and come and spend a happy time with us. 


TOMMY TRINDER 


SURREY and SUSSEX 


In the February issue you will have seen а picture of 
EaASIBOURNE members distributing coke, not unusual as a Tos Н 
job, but we think the story behind it is worth telling. 


The dilemma facing the manager whose cincma was to close 
down was what to do with all his stock of coke. He made this 
known and the Branch Jobmaster and the N.S.P.C.C. Inspector 
(from his sick bed) put in their requests. The [Inspector obtained a 
lorry and some help, and so did we; and then the coke was split 
up into suitably sized sacks. He took twenty-five for his needy 
families and on the way round Toc Н Eastbourne also delivered 
twenty-five to old and handicapped people in the community. 


So, if you have a cinema closing down—and this is quite a 
familiar sight nowadays—you too could casily get lumbered with 
a load of coke! 


Just a mile inland another Branch in Eastbourne, HAMPDEN 
PARK, has just launched a Lifebelt Scheme. arousing a great deal 
of lozal interest and support. and the members have an amusing 
tale to tell. The Chairman of this venture and the Branch Treas- 
urer both have shops in the windows of which are displayed 
explanatory posters about the scheme and a reproduction of the 
actual card. a lifebelt with the words "Assistance Needed". In 
the first weck both posters have resulted in applications for the 
"jobs advertised" ! Rav Fangs 
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huddersfield Examiner. 


A Jubilee gilt to the village War Memorial Park are these wrought iron gates 
which took Duncan Smith, a Uliacksmith member of Kirkburton Brinch, Yorks, 
three months to make. 


BEDS & HERTS 


Amongst the great gathering present when Tubby received 
the Freedom of Poperinge last summer was a party consisting 
of apprentices and a Flight Sergeant from Halton R.A.F. Camp. 
In his usual style Tubby remarked that, as the R.A.F. had coined 
the phrase “as dim as a Toc H Lamp”, he challenged them to 
light a few bright lamps themselves; in other words, to fulfil 
the need around Halton for an Emergency Call Scheme whereby 
elderly and/or disabled people living alone could summon the 
help of neighbours in a sudden emergency. 


Much thought was given to this at the Camp during the ensu- 
ing months, and flashing lights were chosen as the best means 
of doing the job. The Rev. A. С, Bowie, Senior Chaplain, sup- 
ported the idea from the start and his office in the Trinity Church 
buildings in the Camp has become the headquarters of the 
scheme. [t was wisely decided that, in order to ensure con- 
tinuity (since apprentices come and go) and to provide some 
experienced. management, there should be an organising com- 
mittee chosen from the permanent staff of the Camp. This 
includes a Toc H representative from outside (at present, the 
Area Secretary). This committee, under the Chairmanship of 
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Wing Commander F. W. Rothwell, is tackling the job with 
terrific enthusiasm and efficiency. Both Buckingham and Wolver- 
ton Branches lent specimen lamps as used by Toc H in those 
places. 


Toc H was duly represented at a mecting held at Trinity 
Church on lanuary 7 which was attended by representatives of 
many interested organisations in nearby Wendover. They were 
told of the arrangements proposed for making the lamps and 
for the apprentices to deliver, install and maintain them. The 
regular visits necessary for maintenance will be in themselves a 
benefit to the lamp holders. The scheme was warmly welcomed 
by all who were present. some of whom had supplied lists of 
aged and infirm people. By the time this appears. a meeting 
of the apprentices will have been held and no doubt the scheme 
will have got off the ground. 

MayNe ELSON 


A MEDAL FOR TUBBY! 


Sport & General Press Agency, Lid. 


The Belgian Charge d'Affaires, Mons. 3. Groathuert, invests Tubby with the 
Order of the Crown at the Belgian Embassy on January 6. 
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The Cross in the Night 


My room guards bookends from New York, 
The treasured gift of friends: 

On each oak mount, a plastic cross 

From which, as daylight ends, 

A holy phosphorescence blooms, 

Increasing hour by hour, 

Until, amid the black of night, 

The white cross glows with power. 


In peace and јоу | watch its light 
When in the dark | wake, 

Yet ponder on life's sorrows too— 
The grievous knocks we take 
Through sins of self or others, or 
Perhaps we know not why, 

Except that we, by Christ redeemed, 
Must learn with Christ to die. 


It makes a parable for me, 

That radiance, cruciform: 

However searing be our guilt, 

However fierce the storm 

Of tension, loneliness or pain, 
However bleak our loss, 

We know, the deeper seems the gloom, 
The brighter gleams the Cross. 


DOROTHY FLANN 
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. . FOR MEN TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER is not difficult, yet 
it is half the battle." These famous words of Barclay 
Baron, oft quoted in Toc H over the years, are certainly 
true when applied to the battle that is going on in the 
churches today. the battle to break down the barriers of 
ignorance and suspicion that have kept the denominations 
apart for so long. 


Toc H has always been engaped in that battle and often 
All Hallows, the Guild Church, has shown the way for- 
ward. How good it was to witness yet another advance. 
represented in the Communion Service held on the even- 
ing of Tuesday. January 25. An experimental liturgy. com- 
piled by the clergy of All Hallows with assistance from 
Dom Robert of Nashdom Abbey, was used and not least 
impressive was the fact that lay folk took their part in 
its conduct. 


The congregation included men and women from 
Toc H and from various business houses on Tower Hill. 
representing several Protestant denominations. The unusual 
feature was that sitting with them was a considerable 
body of Roman Catholics, led by Father Jacques Coupé. 
a well-known French theologian, and a number of young 
men from the Roman Catholic St. Joseph's Foreign Mis- 
sionary College at Mill Hill, as well as a group of Pilgrims 
for Prayer and Unity. 


After the service our visitors crossed the road to Toc H 
Headquarters for refreshments—almost a sacramental 
extension of what had happened in the Guild Church—and 
discussion. 


Father Coupé opened with a talk in which he urged that 
the way forward was through a faith which rested above 
all on a personal love of Christ. for only such love as that 
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could lead to a widening love of all one’s fellow men. 
After this the questions came thick and fast from an audi- 
ence which packed the room and overflowed into "'stand- 
ing room only" in the corridor. No attempt was made to 
avoid difficult issues and the panel of Padres Bob Knight, 
Administrative Padre (Congregationalist), James Martin 
(Methodist), Michael Rowdon (All Hallows) and Father 
Coupé himself, dealt with some hot ones, with Colin 
Cuttell in the chair very capably keeping the ball on the 
island. Things were said, opinions expressed, which even 
ten years ago would have raised the roof! 


Just a very simple beginning to conversations between 
Romans, Anglicans and Free Churchmen which All 
Hallows will continue to develop. As Colin Cuttell observed 
in his short address in the church, “‘It is the Lord's doing 
and it is marvellous in our eyes". Amen to that, or, as 
our French visitors said, “Ainsi soit-il”. 


Elder Brethren 


we will remember them 


Barnes—On January !5, George Barnes. aged 60, of Staunton 
Harold Branch. Elected 12.8.60. 


Beabey-—On December 21, William Edward Beabcy, aged 72, a 
Southern Area member. Elected September 1932. 


Bowles—On December 24. Cecil William Bowles, aged 62. of 
Colchester Branch. Elected 18 9.57. 


Bradley —On December 27, Oswald John Bradley. aged 50, of 
Blaenau Ffestiniog Branch. Elected 16.1.63. 


Cause—On January 3, Bernard Е. Cause, aged 57, of Shoebury- 
ness Branch. Elected 22.5.51. 


Dickason—In November, Lloyd Aubrey Dickason, aged 47, ої 
Catterick Village Branch. Elected June 1963. 


Dickson—On January 23, Joseph Dickson. aged 78, of Largs 
Branch. Elected 18.5.'5]. 
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Dunn—On January 5, Andrew Dunn, aged 55, of Buckhurst Hill 
Branch. Elected 20.6.°51. 


Enever—On January 17, Sir Francis Alfred Enever, C.B., M.C.. 
aged 72, formerly of Leatherhead Branch, a one-time Area 
Chairman, Surrey & Sussex. Elected 12.12.'28. 


Wolmes—On November 17, Francis Ernest Holmes, aged 74, of 
Netherhall Branch. Elected 31.10.63. 


Ineson—In December. Reginald Incson, aged 38, of Mirfield 
Branch. Elected 31.1.'53. 


Jones—On December 24, David Winston Jones, aged 52, a founder 
member of Hope & Caergwrle Branch. Elected 27.10.52. 


Knighi—In December, Alfred Knight, aged 71, formerly of 
Stroud Branch. Elected 1.6.42. 


Langley—On December 29, Cyril Langley. aged 74, a Sussex Area 
member, formerly of North Harrow Branch. Elected 3.7.28. 


Manning—On August 18, Harry Thomas Manning, aged 83, of 
Wellington Branch. Elected 23.2.'45. 


Minton—On December 14, Dennis J. Minton, aged 57, of Derby 
Branch. Elected 7.1.31. 


Moyse—On January 6, Leslie William Moyse, aged 53, of Wis- 
bech Branch. Elected 1.10.53. 


Nunneley—On December 26, Howard К. Nunneley, aged 81, of 
Lapford Branch. Elected 9.12.'60. 


Olivant—On December 12, Ernest William Olivant, aged 64, of 
Kibworth Branch. Elected 5.1.'59. 


Rimington—On December 28, Charles Horace Rimington, a Lin- 
colnshire Area member, a founder member of Spilsby Branch. 
Elected 9.3.'29. 


Rogers—On November 27, Thomas Rogers, aged 55, of Stanley 
Branch. Elected December 1962. 


Steacy—On December 28, George W. Steacy. of Vancouver 
Branch, Canada. Elected 1.1.'61. 


Symonds—On July 8, Frederick George Symonds of Tottenham 
Branch. Elected 20.11.30. 


Syms—On January 4. John Gordon Syms, a Southern Area mem- 
ber. President of the Branksome (Toc Н) Pioneers. Elected 
РИЛА 


Waadhead—On December 23, William Woodhead, aged 73, of 
Staxton/Flixton Branch. Elected 17.12.63. 


Woodhouse—On January 16, Frederick Robert Woodhouse, aged 
4L, of South Petherton Branch. Elected 18.5.'65. 
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Pop Group's Progress 
How Bilston Branch Helped 


ERNIE BEDDOW 


THE THOUSANDS OF MEN AND WOMEN who saw and heard 
Danny Cannon and “The Ramrods" pop group performing 
at the Jubilee Festival Evening at the Royal Albert Hall 
may like to know how Тос Н helped this Group, now 
known as ‘Herbie’s People’, on its way. 

The story began when five boys in the same class at 
school, with one guitar between them, decided to start a 
Pop Group, with a biscuit tin for drum. They idolised 
Buddy Holly and when he was killed in a plane crash 
were so cut up that they went off their food for nearly a 
week. After that they determined to go ahead and be a 
success. 


As my front room was too cramped for the boys I 
approached our Toc H chaps and it was decided that the 
Group should use the Toc H room for one night a week 
and see if they could make a go of it. After a few weeks 
‘Toch’ became their second home. not only for practising. 
but as somewhere to sit and talk things over. As the 
Group tmproved they repaid us by giving concerts to all 
kinds of charity organisations, and within six months ! 
advised them to enter a Big Beat Contest. With some 
Toc H men and women shouting them on (plus, of course, 
a matter of two thousand fans) they won. Where did they 
celebrate that Christmas Eve?—‘Toch’. They left a note: 
“Without Toc H we couldn't have done it". 


In subsequent years they've had a fair share of success 
—T.V. auditions, recording auditions, and playing along- 
side big names such as Ted Heath. Bob Miller, Johnny 
Dankworth and others.They taught themselves to read and 
write music. They won a nation-wide contest іп 
Birmingham that brought in £375 and provided them with 
really good equipment, now worth over £1,000. 
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“The Ramrods" оп маре at the Festival Evening in the Royal Albert. Hall. 


Only recently they were in the last six in a national Song 
Contest and had an audition with Norric Paramour. They 
were to sce him again, but a bad smash postponed it. Two 
of the boys shot through a car windscreen and a third had 
his face badly marked. It was Christmas and too late to 
find substitutes, so with a pair of them on crutches and 
another with two lovely black eyes they went through with 
every one of their engagements. All have the fire of youth. 
All are fair-minded and loyal. I've been sitting talking to 
one of them in bed in hospital at seven p.m. and at eight 
that same night, having got a doctor to say he was fit 
enough to go home, have seen him playing on stage. 


They rate the Albert Hall Jubilee Festival booking last 
May as ‘the greatest’. When, on another occasion, one of 
‘Herbie’s People’ (and other youngsters) came to London, 
he was overjoyed: “I’ve got Georgie Fame's autograph, I 
saw Donovan, and I met Tubby Clayton walking his dog 
through the Tower”. 


106 TOC H JOURNAL 


Now enrolled as Toc H Volunteers, the boys have cause 
to remember the Toc H room, the help towards their early 
equipment, and the “Тос Н ladies" who made their first 
coats for the stage. Working with the Group might be 
called a Toc H job, but it's one T've enjoyed and it's 
made me feel that this is the kind of youth from which we 
should build in the future. 


ТТТ 


ец В I L L’ JOE SENIOR nmt 


HE WAS AN AWKWARD OLD BLIGHTER was Bill, with a heart 
of gold. From the time that Staxton/Flixton first started 
until the day Bill Woodhead died last December at the 
good age of seventy-three he was our one and only 
Branch Secretary. 


You could bet that he would disagree with anything 
we said, just to cause an argument, but he knew what he 
was talking about and he knew his job as Secretary. That 
had been his profession before he retired, so his ruling 
could be relicd upon to be correct. Bill kept us all on the 
straight and narrow. It had to be strictly legal before he 
would agree to anything, and the matter had to be probed 
thoroughly. Not that we ever wanted to do anything 
illegal. but, as he put it, we might have to prove something 
some day. His log book was perfect and he could always 
be relied upon to "turn it up" if anything was in doubt. 


Bil's love for children was well known in our two 
villages. He could be invited to talk to the village school 
children on any subject from bee keeping to chess, and 
he loved to give any of the school children a good game. 
In fact the children used to call in at his home for a 
contest. The week before he left us he acted as Father 
Christmas at our school party and I am sure he enjoyed 
the fun as much as the children did. 


We shall all miss Bill 
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“Toc H and Faith" 


THE ARTICLE in the January 
JouRNAL should be read and 
studied by all members. It says 
something which has long 
needed saying. It came into a 
discussion at our last Branch 
meeting which laid bare our 
distressing ignorance of Christ- 
ian ethics. Even members of 
long standing seemed to think 
it did not matter if a member 
was an agnostic or atheist so 
long as he appeared to do 
Christian work. 


We are a jolly Branch and 
observe the first three Points of 
the Compass well. The last 
Point comes a bad fourth. 


The real joy of Christianity 
is only born by a firm faith 
that Christ is our Saviour. and 
this is really the foundation of 
our Movement. It is no wishy- 
washy religion and Toc H is 
supposed to spread it. 


I suggest that the words, “and 
having the belicf that Christ 
came to save the world” be 
added (after "Association") at 
the end of the first paragraph 


of the Application for Mem- 
bership which is signed before 


eS ation a 
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The Editor, 


Toc H 


a member is received into the 
Family of Тос Н. Anyone feel- 
ing unable to sign this would 
be welcome but could not yet 
become a full member. 


Something must be done to 
lay the confusion which now 
exists. What do others think? 

TOMMY THOMPSON 
Walberton. 


Pen Friendship 


SEVEN HUNDRED Jubilee pens a 
record? No. no, no! John 
Robinson of Kettering Branch 
has sold 1,296—nine gross— 
and in so doing has profited 
the Movement and the Branch, 
as well as gaining a lot of local 
publicity. 


Put half-a-dozen in your 
pocket and you'll be surprised 
how quickly you have to gel 
yourself a Iresh stock. 

JOHN POOLE 
Kettering. 


Yes!—I can beat Len Bishop's 
sale of pens—t've sold eight 


gross. 
HUBERT COZENS 


Aldwick. 
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“Promotion of D.T.s" 


I WISH TO CHALLENGE the open- 
ing paragraph of X your 
article in the January JOURNAL 
about District Teams. You 
suggest that where the scheme 
of face-lified D.T.s is по 
working well it is because its 


implications have not been 
fully understood. not fully 
accepted, or clse not fully 


applied. My own observations 
lead me to believe that much 
the most important reason is 
that suitable people are not pre- 
pared to make themselves avail- 
able in suflicient numbers to 
lead D.T.s at the present time 


Recently | have been through 
some of our agonising annual 
chores. One of these is getting 
from District Secretaries the 
recommendations of their 
D.T.s on regranting of Branch 
status. On what evidence are 
these recommendations made? 
In the minutes of one D.T. ! 
found the following: “Visits in 
connection with the regranting 
of Branch status. It was gen- 
erally agreed that the Team 
had not been able to fulfil their 
responsibilities adequately іп 
this respect. In view of this all 
Branches in the District should 
retain Branch status for the 
year 1966." 


In another District the ques- 
поп of regranis appears nol to 
have had any attention from 
the Team. In response to a 
reminder the Secretary apolo- 
gised for having overlooked the 
matter and asked that the Cen- 
tral Executive confirm a fur- 
ther year for Branches A. and 
В. 1 wonder whether my latest 
note asking about Branches C. 
and D. will result’ in recom- 
mendations. in due course. 
from the D.T., or the views of 
the District Secretary? 
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While this sort of thing goes 
on at District level can we hope 
that D.F.s will play a useful 
part in educating. enlivening 
and inspiring the Branches? 
Can we hope that Branch 
Executives will ever complete 
the Membership Rolls properly? 


Мау | add that that excellent 
publication, The Toe H Sign- 
post. should zarry the sub-title, 
A guide book for those who 
сап read? 

Name and address 


supplied. OLD TIMER 


Remembrance 


Why. oH WHY, IS IT that cach 
month somebody has to keep 
stirring the mixture as regards 
Laurence Binyon’s words and 
the Ceremony of Light? 


Freddie Petch was not the 
only one to watch and listen 
to the Festival of Remem- 
brance. He was not the only 
one to feel that those familiar 
words were in the right place. 


They are also in the right 
place at any Toc H meeting 
Where again they are used by 
the living. some of whom were 
privileged to share the fellow- 
ship with those who gave their 
all. Let us also realise that they 
are remembered every week 
and not once a year as in the 


case to which Freddie Petch 
refers. 
As a last Jubilee gesture 


could we not all agree to leave 
these wonderful words alone 
in their rightful place? Let us 
a'so leave alone the wonderful 
words of St. Francis and not 
cut them in half to suit the 
whims of a few. 

FREDDIE UNDERWOOD 
Hythe, Kent, 
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N. Wales Summer School 


I WAS INTERESTED in the report 
of the 1965 Summer School by 
John Jones. Being a Welshman, 
he missed what to me was a 
most moving and enjoyable 
evening. the one called “Аррге- 
ciation of Welsh Music". With 
a harpist, a pianist and a 
soloist, and the guidance of 
Glyndwr the Warden, we were 
Biven a real feast of Welsh 
singing. As an exile from Wales 
I found my eyes full of tears 
and a lump in my throat. Even 
the Scots, Irish and English 
joined in the songs! I confirm 
all that John has said about 
the School and lectures and, 
having seen his advertisement 
for the 1966 School in the 
December Journat, have 
already sent in my application. 


1 can strongly recommend the 
hospitality of our Welsh broth- 
ers in Toc H. If you want a 
holiday with everything write 
to John now; he only wants 
twenty-five residents, but there 
are plenty of digs available 
round about. 

KEN WESTERN 
Surbiton. 


I CAN NOW give the dates for 
this year’s Summer School at 
Bangor, which are July 15-22. 
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We shall again live together 
at the Church Hostel for 


Students and we have been for- 
tunate in securing as our main 
lecturer Andrew Fyfe, assistant 
Principal of the Wakefield 
Police Training College. His 
subject will be “Some Crucial 
Issues in Modern Community". 
Other lecturers include Prof. 
E. G. Bowen (Aberystwyth), 
Oliver Wilkinson (Oxford). 
John MacMillan, Emlyn Sher- 
rington (Bangor) and Hugh R. 
Jones (Exeter). Some of them 
will deal with the general theme 
of "Culture for Roughnecks”. 
The resident padre will again 
be Basil Jones and the chair- 
man, Jack Shaw. 


The charge for the full week 
is £7. Sessions will be held 
morning and evening and cach 
day will be free between lunch 
and dinner for outings and re- 
creation. 


A booking fee is not neces- 
sary but bookings and enquiries 
should now be sent to me, the 
Rev. J. I. Jones, Bryn Hyfryd, 
Trofarth, Nr. Abergele. Denbs. 
Part-timers are very welcome. 
but at least for the sake of the 
Warden | hope this year we 
can reach a total of twenty-five 
full-time residents. 

JOHN JONES 
Trofarth, 


Caretakers Wanted 


WE ARE LOOKING for a married couple to succeed Mr. and 
Mrs. Sid Higbee as resident caretakers at Headquarters. 
Accommodation is ample, though not ideal for children. 
The wife should be able to do some light catering. Enquiries 
please, to Cyril Cattell, General Secretary. 
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Promotion of District Teams 


VII. Administrator's Conclusions 
GEORGE DAVIS 


THE EDITOR HAS INVITED ME 10 round off this series with 
a statement of my conclusions. I suffer a limitation in that 
my direct experience of the experiment has been confined 
to meetings of Area Teams and Area Executives; all my 
information about District Team work is second-hand. 
John Callf, in the opening article, explained that his 
original motive was to abolish Area Executives, and he 
in the sixth article and Doc Mitchell in the second article 
have both rightly queried whether Area Teams have per- 
formed in the way the authors of the scheme hoped. 


[ will present my conclusions and comment on the one 
aspect I feel has not had attention іп the articles, because 
in my view this aspect is vitally important. 


1. I believe there is enough evidence to claim that, 
given the same amount of time, thought and energy by 
the same number of men, the new system would be better. 


2. At District Team level it is already evident in several 
Districts that the new system encourages the development 
of local leadership. 


3. District Teams have, however, in the main not re- 
alised the full nature of the responsibility entrusted to 
them. There is need for greater awareness that the District 
Team is a sub-committee of the Central Executive and is 
directly concerned with Branch standards. I still hear of 
renewals of Branch status to units which have not met for 
a year or have become so small as not to warrant con- 
linuance. More needs to be done to raise the standards 
of Branch officers, to teach Branches to plan ahead for 
ihe selection and training of oflicers from those who are 
members and even from among those who are brought 
into membership to do a Branch officer's job. 
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4. I believe we need greater flexibility over the size and 
composition of District Teams. The object of the whole 
experiment was to avoid involving anyone in an unneces- 
sary committee meeting. Too long have we been willing 
to overload the willing horses. Would it not be enough 
for a Branch to have a single representative at a District 
'Team? Of course, in this case if ever he had to miss a 
District Team meeting there'd be an extra obligation to 
see that someone else from the Branch took his place. 


5. District boundaries should be looked at critically 
whenever there is gain or loss of a Branch. It takes us a 
terribly long time to accomplish boundary changes, often 
badly needed to cut down the number of committees and 
save man-power. 


6. Arca Teams are still too much like Area Executives 
and their time is occupied with several concerns which 
are not properly their business. 


7. It would be an advantage if Area Teams would 
strictly ration the time they devote to arranging Area 
events so as іо leave enough time to decide the priorities 
which shall engage on-the-spot attention of different mem- 
bers of the Team. 


8. Tn view of the need for members of the Area Teams 
іо spend time helping to develop leadership through 
District Teams I feel it would be desirable to reduce the 
number of Area Team meetings to three a year; in, say. 
May, September and February. 


9. The experimental scheme has now been adopted in 
seventeen Areas, more than half the Areas in the U.K. 
Despite my criticisms of performance so far, I feel these 
are growing pains only and suggest the 1967 Central Coun- 
cil should consider making the Promotion of District 
Teams the normal pattern for the remaining Arcas. My 
continuing attendance at some of the remaining Area 
Executives convinces me that John Callf was right in 
wanting to replace them with a more purposeful organi- 
sation. 
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Priorities 


The need to establish priorities is | believe almost our 
No. 1 problem. The men on our Area Teams and Execu- 
tives are dedicated men or they wouldn't be there; they 
all share a deep concern about those expressions of Toc H 
in their Areas which fall short of the highest standard. 
Too many of them are frustrated and even daunted by the 
number of situations in their Area which give them 
grounds for concern and impatience. 


1 recall one Area Team where everyone agreed that 
of the seven Districts in the Area, the leadership in five 
was less than the best they looked for. Branches which 
ought not to be continued were being renewed and far 
less attention was being given to selecting and training 
Branch officers. and all the other familiar troubles! 


Т am sure the only practical course for that Area Team 
was to decide to give as much help as it could to two of 
those Districts and literally leave the other three Districts 
to their own devices. It so happened in this case that the 
Area had two quite separate parts geographically and the 
Area Team was so composed that half the Team was in 
reasonable reach of one of the problem Districts and the 
other half of the Team near enough to another. | believe 
that with goodwill in the Districts concerned the Area 
Team men would, by concentrating all their available 
time in a limited area. help to build up better District 
and Branch leadership. This must be preferable to con- 
tinuing with the attempt to cover all seven Districts and 
so spreading effort as to be relatively ineffective every- 
where. 


Have not District Teams to exercise the same sense of 
priority? In a District of, say, six Branches with three of 
them weak, surely it is more effective for the scarce and 
busy leadership in the District to concentrate on helping 
to develop the most promising of the struggling Branches 
than to spread their effort so thinly over all of them that 
nothing can be done. 
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We need to exercise the stewardship of time. Because 
the framework of the promoted District Teams and Area 
Teams makes it all the more important to be as careful 
of time as we are of money, 1 look forward with confi- 
dence to the continuing development of this experiment 
for the purposes of our Movement. It clearly shows 
more promise and opportunity. 


[This series of articles is now concluded, but we hope a 
lively correspondence will now begin.—E»o.] 


“Is it a Disease?" 


COLIN CAMPBELL 


THREE YOUNG GIRLS stood watching some photographs 
being pinned up in the Exhibition Hall at Charing Cross 
Underground Station. They looked round the Toc H 
Jubilee Exhibition, just starting a three-week display, 
obviously intrigued if distinctly puzzled. The first one 
asked, “What is 112”. The second said. “Is it a disease?" 
The third one got the message: “15 it helping others?" 


One could hardly wish for a better spot than Charing 
Cross Underground to publicise Toc H—and 200 poster 
sites on London Transport went with the loan of the Hall 
—but the resultant interest surprised everyone. The litera- 
ture rack was denuded daily and had to be refilled two 
or three times a day. In addition to a variety of leaflets 
there was a liberal supply of old JounNALS, New Forums 
and Logs; some of these may have been taken by com- 
pulsive collectors but a surprising number of people of all 
ages just stood in front of the rack and read a variety of 
literature before making a selection to take with them. 


ON SSS... 8a Án "Cl 
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Sport & General Press Agency, Lid. 


At the Toc Н Exhibition in the Royal Exchange Alderman Sir Frederick Hoare, 
Toc П Vice-President, and Tubby, with the first typewriter Toc Н ever owned, 
ап uncient Hammond. 


Copies of Visfa, current numbers of the JOURNAL and 
the Log, were also displayed with an invitation to drop 
the cost of them into an adjacent collecting box. Nearly 
£40 was found there altogether in coins of every denomi- 
nation but largely half-crowns and florins—and four ten- 
shilling notes. 


Direct enquiries resulting from the Exhibition included 
one young lady who went straight to the Projects Centre, 
thence to Crutched Friars House and, after talking to a 
member of the Women's Association staff, out on a job 
with them the same night. One man asked for the address 
of the Plymouth Branch Secretary and several others for 
further information or local contact. The total dividend 
cannot yet be assessed. 


Altogether several thousand people must have visited the 
Exhibition, many of them going round quite slowly and 


| ет. трт 
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studiously. Thousands of Jubilee and other leaflets and 
back numbers of publications have been distributed—and 
read. A lot of misconceptions and ignorance about Toc H 
has been dispelled. A number of genuine enquirers have 
been introduced. The Exhibition is available to any Area 
that would like to use it in several places over a period 
of a month or two. 


A Change of View 


TOM GULLIVER 


A3EBNEURREEAHRRDOREURDAIEEREORNNUHSNEDRERZHEMESENNEMMMERERREEURREERESERSRENHEA 


Tom is a member of the Central Executive and Joint 
Editor of the *New Forum". 


ONE OF THE irritating things about Toc H is the way it 
lands you in a situation in which you are forced to look 
again at some cherished belief. It is easy enough in a 
small group, knowing each other's views, to prattle away 
about fairmindedness. Even if a newcomer (I almost said 
outsider) comes in and expresses contrary views one has 
only to smile understandingly and remain unconvinced. 
An attitude neatly summed up by the man who said, “My 
mind is made up. Don't confuse me with facts". 


I have long held the view that Toc H plays an important 
role as a Movement of men. It is necessary, I have averred, 
for men to spend some time in the company of other men. 
Many men do not find it easy to remove the mask and be 
themselves, but eventually it happens and the friendship 
which develops is real and worthwhile. If Branches became 
mixed, the argument runs, there would be a certain amount 
of showing-off and flippancy, and this depth of friendship 
would be even more difficult of attainment, if not 
impossible. There is a great deal of truth in this, but it is 
not the whole story. 
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The Branch to which I transferred about four years ago 
shared with another Branch and two Branches of the 
Women's Association a Sunday job at a local hospital. 
This meant no more than the jobbies exchanging informa- 
lion about rotas, and two or three members of a men's 
and a women's Branch meeting at the hospital on an occa- 
sional Sunday. The local Women's Branch and my own 
met only infrequently for the World Chain of Light and 
perhaps a Christmas social. During the course of time 
joint jobs and meetings became more frequent. 


Then Toc H was asked to help with the founding of a 
link club for the rehabilitation of patients and ex-patients 
of a psychiatric hospital. The proposal needed careful 
thought, and discussions were held between the two local 
Branches—Toc Н and Women's Association. 1t was agreed 
to go ahead with the link club and it soon became clear 
that more joint meetings would be necessary. Finally it was 
borne in upon the members principally concerned in the 
running of the club that the main activities of the two 
Branches would have to be done together. The inevitable 
next step was a joint Branch. This was an even more 
important move than forming the link club, but the course 
proposed was so obviously right that the decision was 
taken quite quickly and with no dissentient, although one 
or two expressed doubts. 


The joint Branch has now been in existence for more 
than a twelvemonth. There has been no drop in member- 
ship as a result, and no increase either. Those who doubted 
have stayed and made their contribution to the life of the 
Branch. There is the same good humour, the same serious- 
ness in discussion, the same atmosphere as in any other 
Branch room. When other members visit us, after the 
initial shock as they enter the room, there is no noticeable 
difference in their attitude. Everyone joins in the discussion 
or quiz or whatever it is. People are no more silly, or less 
rude, no more or less restrained or relaxed. Matters affect- 
ing the life of the Branch are discussed as thoroughly as 
before and decisions are taken on the merits of the case. 
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Branch funds are dealt with as a whole, and commitments 
previously entered into by one of the Branches are hon- 
oured by the joint Branch. An equal contribution is sent 
to Toc H and the Women's Association without regard 
to the number of men and women in the Branch or to the 
subscriptions paid by the members of the two organisa- 
tions. It is an integrated Branch of men and women 
pursuing the aims of Toc H. 


So I have had to revise my ideas, This wasn't an abstract 
proposition to be accepted or rejected. It was a set of cir- 
cumstances in which 1 was involved and the reality of 
which could not be denied. This doesn't mean that I think 
all Branches should be joint. There will still be a need 
for separate units, but one cannot argue from this that 
men and women are not able to establish a relationship 
as beiween persons capable of rational discussion, or that 
there is no need for the attempt to be made. To go further 
and argue from the recognised need for separate Branches 
that an integrated Movement is neither practicable nor 
necessary is sheer nonsense. The experience indicates to 
me that an integrated Movement in which men's, women's 
and joint Branches exist side by side, each making its con- 
tribution to the life of the Movement at District, Area and 
central level, is quite feasible. There is no foundation for 
the fear sometimes expressed that in an integrated Central 
Council or Central Executive voting would accord with 
previous loyalties and decisions would not be taken on the 
merits of the case presented. 


[t seems to me inevitable that as we move forward into 
our second half-century we shall have to face up to the 
need for an integrated Toc H if we are to build a com- 
munity in which the primacy of personal values is acknow- 
ledged. Such a community can be achieved only if it is 
possible for men and women each to make their own 
distinctive but complementary contribution. For how much 
longer can Toc H preach the need for such a community 
without realising the implications for its own life and 
work? 
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Singapore Episode 


THE LIFE Or the Warden at Talbot House in Singapore 
is not unlike being on permanent fire picquel. On this 
occasion he was alerted when an American, whom we shall 
call Smith, rang up to ask if he could obtain cheap accom- 
modation at Talbot House as he was almost out of funds. 
On arrival he explained that he was trying to get round 
the world оп U.S.$5 a day and hoped eventually to write 
а: book about his experiences. Не had been on the road 
for “Over two years. Smith confided that he was worried 
about his friend with whom he had teamed up during his 
travels and who was in much the same position as he was. 
He had left him in Bangkok sick with a high fever, and 
he would now have doctor's bills to pay in addition. 


The same evening another American, let us call him 
Jones, phoned asking for Smith, who was out. When he 
explained that he had just come from Bangkok and was 
wondering whether he could stay at Toc H as he was 
broke, the Warden told him to come round to discuss the 
matter. A glance at him on his arrival confirmed that he 
was indeed a sick man. He realised that he ought to cur- 
tail his itinerary and to get home quickly. Although this 
went against the grain, he agreed to cable home for money. 


Next morning Jones was taken to the General Hospital 
where in due course he was admitted to the third class 
ward which is free. Joan Horsley, the Chinese Almoner 
who works with Toc H on the Chinese Temple committee, 
agreed to keep the Warden posted of developments. Later 
he was told that another Almoner, Mrs. Thomas, who is 
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related to P. G. Thomas, a Toc H member in Kuala 
Lumpur. had been to see Jones who was comfortable but 
was suspected of having contracted hepatitis. During his 
periodic visits to the hospital with Smith the Warden 
learned a bit about them both. Smith had majored in 
Psychology and had decided to see the world before sub- 
mitting his thesis for his Ph.D. Jones had majored in 
Mathematics, but had a leaning towards Biology and the 
Humanities. He had drafted his thesis for his Ph.D. but 
had considered it to be too academic and decided to see 
the world and get to grips with reality before submitting 
it. Both of these chaps were agnostics, though Smith had 
been brought up in the Roman Catholic tradition and 
Jones as a Methodist. It was Smith who took part in 
some vigorous discussion at our dining table, but he only 
came to one Toc H meeting during his fortnight's stay. 
Both of them had stayed with Jock Brown in Gibraltar 
and had been very impressed. 


Homeward Bound 


Smith's money duly arrived and he went on his way 
the day before Jones was discharged from hospital. Jones 
was not cured, but had been declared fit to travel and was 
armed with a letter to his doctor at home. He could not 
understand why money had not arrived from home and 
he was held up at Talbot House for over a week. On one 
occasion he went to the Temple and he attended the 
Toc H meeting when the Rev. Dr. John R. Fleming was 
the speaker on the subject “Тос Н and Faith". The fol- 
lowing week the Warden took a week off and went up 
country. On his return he found that Jones had flown 
home. [n an explanatory letter Jones went on to say: 

“I am sorry that I must leave without saying goodbye and 


thanking you properly. but I can hardly regret thal the mystery 
is solved; I got my ticket today and will fly out early tomorrow. 


"You will recall our discussion in the car coming back from 
the temple, and the remark I made at the meeting about the 
atmosphere at Toc H. Having had plenty of time to think, and 
having plowed through Honest to God and parts of the other 
books, I sincerely believe that my stay here has been an 
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important milestone in my life and perhaps marks a turning 
point in my philosophy. At least a door has been opened, and 
for that I have Тос Н and you personally to thank. And I do. 
May the Lamp burn every brighter." 


South India Jubilee Weekend 

L. C. Richard, Assistant Professor in English at St. 
Joseph's College, Tiruchirapalli, has sent in a report of 
the celebrations arranged there to mark the Jubilee of 
Toc H and the fortieth anniversary of the South India 
Region. An abridged account is given below. 


On Saturday morning. October 23. members of Toc H 
assembled outside the Gardiner Hal] of Bishop Heber High 
School for the procession of Lamps and Banners. It was a moving 
spectacle to see the various units march solemnly to take their 
places in the tastefully decorated hall. The Ceremony of Light 
was followed by the bestowal of a Lamp on the new 
Nagapattinam Branch. 

Dr. E. P. Mathuram presiding, the Jubilee addresses were 
delivered by Prof. Samuel Mathai. Hon. India Commissioner, 
and Rajaiah D. Paul, one of the Toc H Vice-Presidents. Prof. 
Mathai likened the anniversary to a stop-over "to recoup, 10 
take stock and to revitalise". He pleaded for more young men 
to take over responsibility, remarking humorously that no 
organisation can lean on “tottering pillars" for long. 


R. D. Paul referred to the journey of Christian in Pilgrim's 
Progress, and warned us to be careful in our choice between 
the spiritual and the material things of the day we might come 
across on our further journey. 


In the evening there was another public meeting when Prof. 
Ignatius Absalom spoke on “Тос Н and India after Christ". 
He advocated changes in Toc H to suit the present environments 
and attitudes of national life, but warned us to be careful lest the 
change be something inferior that might sap the whole vitality 
of Toc H. 


On Sunday the Service of Thanksgiving and Rededication at 
All Saints’ Church followed the same order as the Thanksgiving 
Service held in London, with minor alterations. The sermon was 
preached by the Rev. W. J. A. White, who concluded the two 
days' celebrations by saying, "The vision of Christ is the vision 
of our world as the Kingdom of God; it is the vision of our 
lives as the children of God's family. It was to share in, to 
make real in the world, and to maintain this vision that Toc H 
came alive. So for all of you who are members of Toc H 
the challenge of this Anniversary Year must be that you will keep 
ihis vision ever before your lives, ever burning brightly in your 

earls.” 
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FEW VACANCIES NOW for 

Winter/Spring holiduy or con- 
valescence in this sheltered Winter 
resort Small friendly hotel used 
by readers. Always warm (CH 
everywhere), Twin-bcdded from 
17. 7.0 to £10. 10. 0. cach inclu- 
ding ‘extras'. No gratuities. TV 
2 Lounges. (No Lift) NORMAN- 
HURST, Sea-Front, St. Leonards, 
Sussex. Phone Hastings 4784. 


DRITAIN'S BEST CLIMATE 
(the Sussex coast) for all seasons. 


INustrated Town Brochure frec. 
Siate likely dates. NORMANIURST. 
OOK NOW for Summer. Own 


beach hut opposite NORMAN- 
HURST enjoys premier position 
centre of 3 mile Promenade. 


HASTINGS & ST. LEONARDS 
AR are celebrating 1966 (“1066 & 
All That"). Ask for programme. 


TPWENTY-FIVE residents wanted 
Ж for the North Wales Toc Н 
Summer School. July 15 to 22, 1966. 
Write naw for details to Rev. John 
Jones, Bryn Hyfryd, Trofarth, near 
Abergele, Denbighshire. 


ROOK NOW for your Summer 
"^ Holiday at Warden. Historic 
Manor Housc amid unspoilt coun- 
try near sea edge. Garage. Bus 
service right to the Manor door. 
Vacancies June 25 to July 30 and 
Aug. 27 to Sept. 17. Also by ponu- 
lar request open Whit Weck, May 
27 to June 5. Write John Cole, 
Warden Manor, Eastchurch, Kent. 


good 
meals m very friendly atmosphere at HOTEL 
Within casy reach of coast and other 
famed Cities of Art. 
recominended. 
Jules 
straat, Bruges, Belgium. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES, BELGIUM. — Toc H parties and 
individual visitors to this Iovely old city are 


accommodation and excellent 


English spoken, strongly 
Write for brochure and terms 
Lictaert, Hotel Jacobs, 1 Balic- 


AN EASTER HOLIDAY with 
Z* gaod old-fashioned log fires and 
happy fellowship in true loc Н 
spirit at Warden Manor. There 
are still just а few vacancies far 
April 7 tn 12. Write John Cole, 
Warden Manor. Eastchurch, Kent. 


4*UERNSEY, C.I. Good homely 

fare in Tac H family. Bed, break- 
fast and evening meal £7. 17.6. per 
week, Midweek bookings accepted 
Write Mrs. P. Saunders. Petherton, 


Tertre Галс, Vale. Tel: St. Sam- 
son's 4756 
EIOMELY ACCOMMODATION 


1 Bed, breakfast and evening din- 
ner. 75 yds. beach and pier. H.&C. 


all rooms. Write for brochure and 
terms to Mrs. M. Fowler, “Arch 
House", la Camperdown, Great 


Yarmouth. 


AYFLOWER CARAVAN, 4- 
berth. Hastings area. Quiet 
farm site. Moderate. Reduction 
for members Write—QGregory, 12 
Larkficld Road, Richmond, Surrey 


СООТН CORNWALL—Bed and 
Breakfast in Тос Н home. 

15s. 6d. Bes.  "Greenways", 

Trevarrick, St. Austell. 


PERRANPORTH, CORNWALL. 

Toc Н offer their commodious 
premises on modest terms for May, 
June and last fortnight September. 
Mains clectricity and water. Car 
space, Beach half mile. Proceeds 
for charities. Enquiries to Н. 
Hardage, "Shalimar'', Bolingcy, 
Perranporth. 
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